Suppressor cell activity in multiple sclerosis.
Patients with multiple sclerosis and matched controls were tested for lymphocyte stimulation response and induction of suppressor cell activity in response to concanavalin A (Con A) and antigens from axolemma or myelin. Of 17 stable patients, 6 failed to have a suppressor cell response activated by one of these brain cell antigens. Among the patients who lacked these suppressor responses, five had lymphocyte stimulation responses to the same antigens. All matched controls except for one had suppressor cell responses to these antigens and none responded with a positive cellular immune reaction. We found no difference in lymphoproliferative responses to Con A in patients and controls. The level of suppressor cell activity induced by Con A in the stable MS patients varied but did not differ significantly from that of controls.